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The life of Rabbi Jim Abraham Bleich was a testament to the transformative

power of one person's unwavering commitment to social justice and
interfaith understanding. From his humble beginnings in the Bronx to his
groundbreaking leadership at the American Jewish Committee, Bleich
dedicated his life to fostering dialogue, promoting human rights, and
bridging divides between people of different faiths and backgrounds.

Early Life and Education

Born in 1939 in the Bronx, New York, Jim Abraham Bleich grew up in a
family of devout Jewish immigrants. His early experiences with prejudice
and discrimination ignited a passion within him to fight for equality and
justice. After graduating from high school, he enrolled at Yeshiva University,
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where he earned a bachelor's degree in Talmud and a master's degree in
Jewish Education.

Rabbinical Career and Early Activism

In 1960, Bleich was ordained as a rabbi and began his rabbinical career at
Temple Mishkan Israel in Hamden, Connecticut. His sermons and
community involvement quickly gained attention, as he spoke out against
racial inequality and advocated for civil rights. In 1964, he joined the
American Jewish Committee as its assistant director for interfaith affairs,
where he played a pivotal role in building bridges between Jews and
Christians.

Leadership at the American Jewish Committee

In 1987, Bleich became the executive director of the American Jewish
Committee, the nation's leading Jewish advocacy organization. Under his
leadership, the AJCommittee expanded its work in civil rights, interfaith
relations, and Holocaust education. Bleich's tireless efforts to promote
understanding and cooperation among different faith communities earned
him a reputation as a respected and influential voice in interfaith dialogue.

Civil Rights Advocacy

Throughout his life, Jim Abraham Bleich was a staunch defender of civil
rights for all Americans. He marched alongside Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
during the Selma to Montgomery marches and worked closely with civil
rights leaders to promote fair housing laws and equal access to education
and employment. Bleich's unwavering commitment to social justice
extended beyond the United States, as he also advocated for human rights



in the Soviet Union and other countries where religious freedom was
threatened.

Interfaith Dialogue and Understanding

One of Bleich's greatest contributions was his tireless work to promote
interfaith dialogue and understanding. He believed that religious diversity
was a strength, not a weakness, and worked tirelessly to build bridges
between different faith communities. In 1995, he co-founded the
International Council of Christians and Jews (ICCJ),an organization
dedicated to fostering dialogue and cooperation between Christians and
Jews worldwide. He also served as the chairman of the US Holocaust
Memorial Council, where he played a key role in educating the public about
the horrors of the Holocaust and the importance of combatting anti-
Semitism.

Legacy and Impact

Jim Abraham Bleich's legacy as a champion of social justice and interfaith
understanding continues to inspire generations. His unwavering
commitment to equality, dialogue, and human rights left an indelible mark
on the world. Through his work at the American Jewish Committee and
other organizations, he built bridges between people of different faiths,
promoted understanding across cultural divides, and fought tirelessly for
the rights of all Americans. His life is a testament to the power of one
person's dedication to making a positive difference in the world.

Rabbi Jim Abraham Bleich passed away on January 25, 2023, at the age of
83. He is survived by his wife, Judith, his children, and grandchildren. His
legacy will continue to inspire and guide those who strive for a more just,
peaceful, and harmonious world.
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